[Pelvic exenteration: effects of surgical method on quality of life].
This prospective longitudinal study explores the quality of life of patients who underwent pelvic exenteration (n = 21) with or without reconstructive procedures by standardized questionnaires and semistructured interviews. Quality of life is defined in following categories: physical status, psychosocial issues, medical interaction, marital and sexual problems. At three points in time (preoperatively, 4 and 12 months postoperatively) the quality of life was mostly affected by worries about tumor-progress and not being able to care for oneself. Patients who received reconstructive or preserving procedures felt less restrained in all categories than those without reconstructive surgery although the preoperative situation was not different.